[Conservative surgery of the larynx as an alternative to total laryngectomy after neoadjuvant chemotherapy. Initial results].
A retrospective study of 149 squamous cell carcinomas of the larynx and epilarynx in whom a total laryngectomy was initially planned is reported. All the patients were treated by neoadjuvant chemotherapy. After completion of chemotherapy, the initially planned therapeutic protocol was modified in 56 patients (37.6%) in order to preserve the laryngeal physiologic functions. A total laryngectomy was performed in 23 patients (41%), radiation therapy was administered to 14 (25%) patients chemotherapy was prolonged in 15 patients (26.8%) and four deaths were related to chemotherapy toxicity (7.2%). Actuarial survival of patients treated by partial laryngectomy was statistically higher than survivals of patients treated either by radiation therapy or prolonged chemotherapy. After completion of neoadjuvant therapy patients who refused a total laryngectomy had the worst survival of the series. These results suggest that surgery of the residual tumor (partial laryngectomy) after neoadjuvant chemotherapy could be indicated for selected laryngeal carcinoma in whom a total laryngectomy was initially planned.